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( Mathematics PDF ) books formatted for e-readers...








Formatting, typesetting books specifically for e-readers. I am a bit late to notice, but J.S. Milne is probably the first who formatted a mathematics book for an e-reader. Look at his Group Theory book ( PDF e-reader format ) here.



There was a time when moving to a new flat ( house ) meant carrying boxes of books and even more boxes of vinyl records. All the vinyl the average music collector had fits nicely on one USB stick with more than enough space left to store all his books, in e-reader format.



Milne did not have to rewrite his books ( maybe he made a few cosmetic changes, I don't know ) to reformat his PDF books for e-readers. Simply because he writes his books in LaTeX. He can publish to PDF in any format, he can have them nicely printed or he can merge his content in a wiki. His mathematical source stays untouched.



One of the things computers can't do yet is scanning a mathematics book, one of Euler's publications for example to LaTeX.



It makes me a bit sad that Windows 8 will be a lot like iOS from the iPhone  ( Microsoft wasn't able to leap-frog Apple after Windows 95 ), I mean Windows 8 will be fingers based instead of pen-based. In the 1980s computers were for male geeks, today computers have become social media tools which are mainly used by women. I mean which male doesn't get bored by hanging out on facebook day-in day-out. 



Writing mathematics is done with a pencil after which it is typeset.


What makes me sad is that just when pen-computers started to recognize handwritten math ( in Mathematica for example ), the world is flooded with an interface that is essentially geared for Facebook. Lots of pictures and every text has the intelligence of the two thumbs it has been typed with. Writing is just like reading. Very few people ( like to ) do it well. With or without e-reader.
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Ramanujan's magic square formula

Today I started to read the Ramanujan biography ( The e-book version, of course. ) The book looks promising. What was it like to communicate...
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Ramanujan's magic square formula - Revisited

  Ramanujan's genius (r) was discovered by Hardy (l)  At a very young age Ramanujan designed the following formula for a 3 by 3 magic sq...
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Mathematics: is it the fabric of MEST?

This is my voyage

My continuous mission

To uncover hidden structures

To create new theorems and proofs

To boldly go where no man has gone before








(Raumpatrouille – Die phantastischen Abenteuer des Raumschiffes Orion, colloquially aka Raumpatrouille Orion was the first German science fiction television series. Its seven episodes were broadcast by ARD beginning September 17, 1966. The series has since acquired cult status in Germany. Broadcast six years before Star Trek first aired in West Germany (in 1972), it became a huge success.)
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